Electronic baropodometry in patients affected by ocular torticollis.
To evaluate, by means of electronic baropodometry (EB), the postural findings in patients affected by ocular torticollis. Posturographic analysis (length of the sway path, sway area, and mean velocity) was made in 54 patients with IV palsy, Duane Syndrome, or rectus superior palsy (group A) and compared with a control group of 45 healthy subjects (group B). The test was performed with both eyes open, then both closed, then with the affected eye open, and finally with the healthy eye open. With both eyes open or closed, the length of the sway path, the sway area, and mean velocity were significantly increased in group A compared with group B (P<0.0001). When the open eye was the one with the muscular paresis, the length of the sway path was significantly increased as compared with the healthy eye (P<0.0001), and the sway area was increased too (P<0.029). No statistical differences were observed mean velocity according to which eye was open (P=NS). EB is a useful instrument for studying secondary postural anomalies in patients affected by OT.